
   Liturgically and worldwide, we all are living a strange Lent.  The Gospel today is the 

raising of Lazarus.  I love this Gospel because it reminds me of my older brother, 

Lazaro.  The name means: “God is my helper.” 

   And it is true. God was Lazaro’s helper when he, as an older son, with my mother and 

my grandparents, took care of my sister, my other two brothers, and me when the 

Communists took my father in 1977 to the war in Angola. My father was taken just 

before I was born.  Until I was five, we thought he was dead. 

   Today’s Gospel reading invites us to reflect upon what it means to call Jesus the 

Resurrection and the life. 

   The context for this story is the Jewish leaders’ growing animosity toward Jesus. The 

people have been pressing him to declare whether he is the Messiah. Jesus tells them to 

look to his works, which testify to his coming from God.  

   During this scene of confrontation, Mary and Martha, the sisters of Lazarus, send 

word to Jesus that his friend is ill. Jesus is said to love Mary, Martha, and Lazarus, but 

he delays his journey for two days. The delay heightens the drama and shows Jesus’ 

obedience to God. When Jesus finally declares that he will journey to Bethany, his 

disciples fear for his life. Thomas insists that they should all prepare to die with Jesus. 

The scene described at Bethany is a sad one. Martha meets Jesus weeping and saying 

that if Jesus had been there, Lazarus would not have died. Yet she remains confident 

that God will do whatever Jesus asks. Martha affirms her belief that there will be a 

resurrection of the dead in the last days. Then Martha’s sister, Mary, comes to Jesus 

with the same confidence, saying that Jesus could have cured Lazarus. Jesus asks to be 

brought to Lazarus’s tomb where he prays and calls Lazarus out from the tomb. At this 

sign, many come to believe in Jesus, but others take word of the miracle to the Jewish 

authorities, who begin their plans for Jesus’ death. 

   Set against the backdrop of Jesus’ impending death, many elements of the raising of 

Lazarus foreshadow the good news of Jesus’ own Resurrection. Jesus is in complete 

obedience to God. In raising Lazarus, Jesus shows his power over death. Just as Jesus 

calls for the stone to be rolled away from Lazarus’s grave, so too will the disciples find 

the stone rolled away from Jesus’ tomb. With Martha and Mary, we are called to profess 

our belief that “God is our helper”.  With Martha and Mary, we are convinced that Jesus 

is indeed the Resurrection and the life. 
 


