
LECTORS 
 

The following are the guidelines for Lectors. 

 

Dress Code for Liturgical Ministers of Annunciation Parish. 
1. Men should wear jackets with ties or open-necked sport shirts (with air-conditioning, 

this should not be burdensome, even in summer). 

2. Women should wear dresses of suitable length and modesty, dress slacks with blouse or 

jacket, or a pants suit. 

3. No jeans or sneakers! That applies to all men, women and youth. 

4. The principle to follow – if it draws attention to yourself, it shouldn’t be worn. 

 

Sunday Liturgy 

Processional 

1. Carry the Book of the Readings with both hands following the servers and cross 

bearer.  It should be held a few inches in front of the breast not aloft.  This stance 

communicates an awareness of being part of a group of ministers, not singled out by 

exaggerated gesture.  The altar servers process in front of the lector when he/she is 

carrying the Book of the Readings. 

2. Process in with the priest and stay with him.  If he stops at the bottom of the stairs to 

the sanctuary and bows be alongside him.  As he moves to the altar, place the Book 

of the Readings on the ambo.  If he goes directly to the top of the stairs, go with him, 

place the Book of the Readings on the ambo then step back with the celebrant to 

bow and then go to your place with the congregation. 
 

Liturgy of the Word 

1. Walk straight to the ambo.  Do not bow or reverence the altar or the tabernacle. 

2. Prepare the book. Wait a moment for the assembly to settle down. 

3. Look up at the assembly and say “A reading from the…” 

4. Pause (3 seconds).  Read the scripture text. 

5. Pause (3 seconds).  Look out at the assembly and say “The Word of the Lord.”  Don’t 

let your voice drop.  Keep the same volume and pitch as when reading. 

6. After the first reading, sit in the first pew in the Chapel.  Do not sit in the 

Presiders Chair.  The cantor will approach the ambo and begin the responsorial 

psalm. 

7. Pause a moment after the psalm is finished and return to the ambo. 

8. Look up at the assembly and say “A reading from the…” (Do not say “the   

second reading is from...”). 

9. Pause (3 seconds).  Read the scripture text.  Pause (3 seconds). 

10.   Look up at the assembly and say “The Word of the Lord.”  Don’t let your   

  voice drop.  Keep the same volume and pitch as when reading. 

11.   After the New Testament Reading remove the Book of the Readings from the  

 Ambo and place it on the shelf of the ambo. 



12.   Return to your pew with the congregation and follow along as the liturgy continues/   

 

If the Responsorial Psalm is to be recited: 

1. After a 20 second pause, return to the ambo for the responsorial psalm. 

2. Pause a moment, look at the assembly and begin the refrain of the psalm.  Do not say 

“The responsorial psalm is…” or “The response is…” 

3. Pause.  Look up.  Do not repeat the refrain with the assembly.  You are to read the 

verses.  The assembly is to respond.  It is a dialogue. 

4. Upon completion of the psalm, pause a moment, then continue with the New 

Testament reading as stated above. (see #8) 

 

Prayer of the Faithful 

1. The Lector should return to the ambo as the Creed is concluding and slowly and 

clearly read the intercessions/Prayer of the Faithful.  There should be no pause 

between the priest’s introductory prayer and the reading of the intercessions.   The 

intercessions can be found in the binder in the ambo. 

2. The Lector should be at the pulpit ready to begin reading the intercessions as soon 

as the celebrant concludes the opening prayer to the intercessions.  At the 

conclusion of the Prayer of the Faithful, the Lector goes back to his/her place with 

the congregation. 

 

 

 

Pause       Pause       Pause       Pause 
 

 


